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In the UK, the built environment accounts for 
around 40% of our carbon footprint so the 
design, construction and the way homes and 
buildings are used has a huge role to play in 
tackling the climate emergency.

Cornwall wants to be net zero carbon by 
2030, a full 20 years ahead of the rest of the 
UK. The county’s newest developer, Treveth, 
is an example of a Cornish company taking a 
lead in the sector and employing a mould-
breaking approach to designing out carbon 
from its developments.

Treveth has more than 600 low-carbon homes 
in the pipeline in the next three years and has 
already completely moved away from fossil 
fuel heating as one of the first steps in a clear 
roadmap to achieving net zero on its future 
homes and commercial projects by 2030.

Cornish for ‘Homestead’, Treveth has 
been created by Cornwall Council with 
a clear mission to create new open 
market homes (both to rent and buy), 
sustainable communities and commercial 
developments, all of which benefit 
people who live and work in Cornwall.

It is an innovative model designed to tackle 
specific issues in the local property market 
but in going about its business, Treveth has 
also set out to take a lead in advancing low 
carbon design and technologies, tackling 
fuel poverty and setting an example in its 
own backyard 
of encouraging 
sustainable living.

At the heart of its 
plans is a design 
and sustainability 
manual of 
bespoke modern, 
but distinctively 
Cornish, homes 
suited to the local 
climate. The early 
move away from fossil fuel heating means 
Treveth’s homes already meet key targets 
within the 2025 Future Homes Standard; 
fabric performance and upgraded insulation 
in its homes is ahead of current building 
regulations; and features such as solar PV 
and sustainable heat sources, including air 
source heat pumps, contribute to an overall 

low energy strategy and lower running costs 
for residents.

Greg Slater, Treveth’s head of design, says 
the long-term interest Treveth will retain in 
its developments and its maxim of ‘Profit 
with Purpose’, rather than a business model 

geared only at the bottom line, 
allows him and his team to take a 
completely different approach in 
designing out carbon.

“We take the environment we 
build in seriously,” he says. “We’re 
responding unequivocally to the 
climate emergency declared by 
Cornwall Council and we are also 
proud to be pursuing the RIBA 2030 
Climate Challenge.

“That means we are going beyond just 
looking at heating and insulation. We are 
ambitious when it comes to tackling whole-life 
carbon and we are developing a strategy that 
embraces the design and development of 
innovative methods of construction, on- and 
off-site renewables and the use of energy 
storage systems.”

At home with 
sustainability

With the United Nation’s Climate Change Conference starting in Glasgow in just a few weeks’ time, the role 
of the built environment in mitigating climate change will be high on the agenda.

Meeting the RIBA 2030 
Climate Challenge
The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
has developed the 2030 Climate Challenge to 
help architects and developers take a stepped 
approach towards reaching net zero by 2030 
by reducing operational energy, embodied 
carbon and water consumption in buildings.

Treveth’s use of solar roof panels, air source 
heat pumps, LED lighting and upgraded roof 
and wall insulation means its homes already 
meet RIBA’s 2030 target for operational 
carbon emissions and it is ahead of guidelines 
for reducing water consumption. 

But embodied carbon also needs to be 
considered to achieve net zero. This is the 
CO2 emitted in producing materials, such 
as the energy used to forge steel or in 
transporting materials to the building site.

Treveth has had two of its home designs 
assessed for embodied carbon and these are 
broadly meeting the targets for 2030 already, 
which is almost 10 years ahead of target. 
This assessment is now being peer reviewed 
to help inform Cornwall Council’s Climate 
Emergency Development Plan Document to 
encourage better local development that uses 
less energy.

Measures to reduce embodied carbon can 
include using sustainably sourced timber, 
recycled steel, more recycled materials in 
concrete foundations and the use of more 
locally sourced materials where possible. 

Treveth is also looking at the feasibility of 
potentially establishing a localised energy 
supply company, and a smart energy strategy, 
using its own renewable energy assets to 
provide district-wide heat and power, with a 
long-term ambition to cut energy costs for 
tenants. 

Sustainability extends beyond low energy 
and all future Treveth schemes will include 
10% biodiversity net gain as a minimum 
including new tree planting, and more 
sustainable transport links. Treveth’s latest 
100-home scheme at Bodmin includes a new 
cycle path connecting with the neighbouring 
cycle network, bus route and bus stop, and 
communal electric vehicle charging points.

Sustainable communities are at the heart 
of Treveth’s ethos, creating mixed-tenure 
developments with renewable three-year 
tenancies as standard to encourage people 
to put down roots. All of Treveth’s homes are 
aimed at people with local links.

www.treveth.co.uk
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